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Postdoctoral Fellow at the ULB Center for Diabetes Research

Job Summary

One postdoctoral fellow position is available at the ULB Center for Diabetes
Research, Brussels, Belgium (https://www.ucdr.be/). We are looking for a
highly motivated researcher to join the lab of Dr. Decio Eizirik. This lab aims to
clarify the mechanisms of pancreatic beta cell dysfunction and death in type 1
diabetes mellitus, with focus on endoplasmic reticulum stress, alternative
splicing and other mechanisms that may contribute to beta cell death and
generation of neoantigens.

The selected candidate will participate in a team working with primary human
and iPSC-derived islets, animal models of diabetes and human beta cell lines,
and advanced molecular biology techniques. A strong understanding of beta
cell biology and/or molecular biology is important. The selected candidate will
be motivated and take initiative in proposing and performing experiments, with
support by Dr Eizirik and other colleagues in the lab. Applications can be
made directly to Dr Eizirik at decio.laks.eizirik@ulb.be. The position is funded
by ongoing JDRF and NIH grants.

Responsibilities and Duties
Primary responsibilities include:

e Develop and conduct state of the art scientific experiments with human primary
and iPSC-derived islets and cell lines, initially with supervision and then
progressively independent work, including:

= Cell isolation/culture

= Develop cell-based functional and viability assays for evaluating beta cell
responses to stress

= Characterize gene and protein expression in stressed and physiological beta
cells

e Accurately document and publish research findings

e Actively support applications for grants and sponsored research funding proposals


https://www.ucdr.be/
mailto:decio.laks.eizirik@ulb.be

Qualifications and Skills
Specific skills and qualifications for the position include:
e PhD in Biology, Biochemistry or a related field is required

e Relevant experience in molecular biology is required; experience with iPSC is a
plus, but the candidate can learn the required techniques at our iPSC Core;

e Strong skills in beta cell isolation/ culture is a plus
e Experience with flow cytometry is a plus

Interested individuals are encouraged to provide a brief letter stating their
accomplishments and interest in the lab’s research, curriculum vitae, and a list of three
references.



